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This book emerged from a three-day 

workshop with Spanish artist Julian 

Baron, iC-Visual Lab, and workshop 

participants. The workshop was held 

in the graphic design studios at UWE 

Bristol, and was a collaboration with: 

People’s Republic of Stokes Croft; 

Accion Cultural Espanola (AC/E); 

Arnolfini; The University of West of 

England, and Arts Council England. 

The brief was to respond visually to 

the UK housing crisis. The workshop 

was experimental and this book is 

experimental, formed from a collection 

of imagery contained in an envelope. 

DANCING WITH THE ARCHIVE AND 

LAYING FOUNDATIONS 

On the first day of the workshop, the 

housing crisis was explored through 

an archive of historic images picturing 

such topics as: the slum conditions of 

1930s Wigan; the destruction of houses 

in World War Two; the construction 

(and destruction) of tower blocks; the 

sell-off of social housing; the cycle of 

housing bubbles; buy-to-let; the rise 

of ‘Generation Rent’; and the culpable 

homicide of Grenfell Tower. 

A talk by Acorn, the tenant’s union and 

anti-poverty organising group, laid out a 

set of concerns that they see on a daily 

basis. Some of these concerns were also 

experienced by workshop participants. 

They consisted of: substandard housing; 

crowded conditions; failing to return 

deposits; the overlap of speculation 

and eviction; the human costs of lack 

of security, comfort, and sleep; and the 

physical and mental health problems that this creates for 

adults and children alike. 

Four initial areas were collectively decided on to inform 

the production stage the following day. These were: 

Living Costs and Standards of Housing, Privatisation and 

Home Ownership, Tenant Identity, and Homelessness. 

BREAKING THE GROUND AND CONSTRUCTION 

The second day was about making visual work for 

the publication and enough to fill a 60xi0-foot wall 

on Bristol’s Stokes Croft, using photocopied imagery, 

computer generated text and created pictograms, collage 

and past-up, and screen print. Design concepts were 

produced and tested for the wall installation too. 

The content of the work was about: overpriced rents, 

multi-occupancy housing, buy-to-let, sofa surfing, trust 

funds, hedge funds, second homes, holiday homes, 

empty homes, crowded homes, the homeless, the 

speculator, the carpet-bagger, the property developer, 

the estate agent, the London downsizer, the student flat 

and the overseas hedge-better. It was about the end 

of social housing and the boom in the bedsit economy; 

it was about family albums, real estate photography, 

planning images, facadism, housing advocacy, Grand 

Designs, Shelter, and a Place in the Sun. It was Costa 

del Sol ghost towns and English gentrification. 

It was also about numbers: 47 and 43 — the life 

expectancy of a homeless British man and woman; 

234,000 — the average price of a home in Southwest 

England; 42 and 8 —the percentage of people who lived 

in social housing in 1979, compared to the percentage 

in 2016; 2 million and 5 million — the number of private 

landlords in the UK and the number of houses 

they privately let. 



HARD REALITIES AND CUTTING THE RIBBON 

The final day moved from content production to editing; 

making sense of the mass of visual ideas, images, 

statements and statistics; planning how to fill the wall 

with content that tied together, that posed questions, 

suggested answers and invited the viewer in; and 

producing the final publication. 

The result is Public Art meets Democracy Wall, a 

collaborative and chaotic experiment in vocalising the 

housing crisis that affects everyone. It is no longer about 

whether you have a house — it’s whether you have a roof, 

a room, or a bed. If you do, it’s about the people that do 

not, the people you see rough-sleeping in every town in 

Britain on a scale not seen since the 1930s. 

It is also about the lack of security for people who cannot 

afford to buy. It is about the constant moving and the 

disruption to work, to education, to growing up, growing 

old, or growing sick, that people now experience in a way 

that is the deliberate product of successive government’s 

policy. This housing crisis is a politically made problem, 

one that we should take responsibility for. The solutions 

to this problem are ready and available for us, and that 

is what this publication is about. 
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Not for You 
Homes 



“I've had to move eight times in the 
past seven years. Usually it was 
because the landlord put the rent 
up. Once we were evicted and the 
court hearing was on the day I gave 
birth to my youngest son. We had 
to spend six weeks in a homeless 
shelter that was full of 
cockroaches. 

"I used to work part-time in catering 
but last year I had a nervous 
breakdown which was partly 
because of all the moving. Now I'm 
looking for work again. We moved 
to Bedford from West London in 
February because I just couldn't 
afford the rent and it seemed there 
was no-one to help. Now we're 80 
miles away and we still haven't 
found somewhere for my son to go 
to school. He left all his best 
friends behind and his teachers 
said it was a bad time for him to go, 
but I couldn't afford to stay.” 



Children's lives are being 
damaged by living in rented 
property, research out 
today says, as families 
across the country are 
being uprooted or left 
homeless by escalating 
rental costs. 

One in five families now 
rent privately but many 
contracts are for only six or 
12 months, leaving them at 
the mercy of landlords who 
can raise rents and turf out 
those who cannot afford 
new rates. 

The problem is so acute 
that one in 10 renting 
families have had to 
change their children's 
school in the past five 
years because they had to 
move home. 



Some children are 
distressed and upset 
by moving—10% of 
parents who had 
moved in the past five 
years said their 
children would prefer 
not to move and 13% 
said the move was 
stressful or upsetting 
for their child. 



Renting families are 
nine times as likely to 
have moved in the last 
year than families who 
own their homes. This ia 
a particular problem for 
families with children. 
Frequent moves and 
uncertainty are not only 
expensive but have 
negative impacts on 
children's education 
and well-being. 



Jasmine Smith is just nine years old but she > 
has already moved schools three times 

because her family has been forced to live in 
insecure rented accommodation. M 

' V f: 
The Smith family, parents Paul and Joanna, and 
their daughters Jasmine and Enya, spent four jj 

years living in short-term rented j; 
accommodation. Each time a tenancy ended i 

1 and the landlord wanted the property back, 
Jasmine had to switch schools. 

Jasmine's father, an IT engineer, says the j 
frequent changes have affected her more than 
her younger sister, who was at nursery during 

the moves: "Jasmine is traumatised. We're 
settled now and she's got a group of friends, 

but She is terrified of losing them." 
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Children's lives are being 
■' 

damaged by living in rented 
property, as families across the 
country are being uprooted or 
left homeless by escalating 
rental costs. 



SCACIN I.V. 

AtEN 
tAKAWEMCS 

HAM 

' 

1 
$S$1I§b K / fl 
ITialSp 

Vr if 

^fp?: ;> / 

*v B 

Ml I 1 1 

H • 

;| fl jg'i.SW 

PS i^> Vr 

wSmtt 

IllNSili 





AND u 
rttexOtb 

-6(T0830*o30 

ETm\cVvc>^ 
N/t77cE 

geTM&iMM 
(Heo-r 

Soe^ 



H« 
■■ 



gative 



with 

have 
moved 

in the las 

ys'sss&i o,r..n.r practicaiiy 

It makes it almost i 
give them somewhere 
win be able to think 

childhood 

fami|yhome 





F&.BnKi 

iiflii 

1$S§§ ARNOLFINI :‘Wm ARNOLFINi 
F',V^C, Ji tfVWt^A Centre for Contemporary Arts -M jrjk.n¥l' wwwjmolfini.org.uk ^■KSjTy ■ yjk'>TyIrk*! 





r_ 





itrtjiWW 

•i'p.y-'- 



m 
mm 

|=V 

mm l§|g|§i§ 
SSHI 

fcT“*£ BA 
>• -■ 

■ g3gjgmi 
BR; 







1 

















C iJ54 646383 



) C15h646353 



[l f i 
1 [ 

i 1 i 

* 

■: ii 



»l‘*> 

m 

r 

■ ■ •• , 

A 1 * I * : rfe 
* I * i 

1 fel I 
■ 
B 



LONDON: HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY 

Hunted image digitised by the University of Soli (thampton Library Digitisation Unit 
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Homes for Family Needs 

Introduction 

*° The purpose of this chapter is to set 
grading considerations for the interna 
which good homes should be designe 
and we trust that all developers, 
alike, will find them a useful outline 
reflecting the needs of the people 
provided. 

In translating these principles intc 
skilled design, and this is obtainable 
to undertake it. The belief that the 
can tackle with success is entirely 
most difficult tasks in the whole 
tions arc made on the basis that 
designers oi houses and are framed 
variety of circumstances and site 
to leave them free cither to develop 
new living arrangements to suit chan 

22 As an aid to understanding betwee 
means of showing that plans arc w<& 

plans for residential building the main furniture should be shown Th 

? 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton L.brary Digitisation Urat 



people slept 
rough in England on 

any one night 

'12 thC“ Condmions- positioning of the sockets with an cvc 
to their likely use is extremely important and wc have found on our visits 
7 in many dwellings the sockets have obviously been located withavinv 

““‘7 WC th“ ™'h thc them in the place wl™ 

1x3 Between ig<- 

cent., more 
consumer e 
increasing p 
tape record1 

trend is suft 
a figure of £ 
cheaper that 
of not cone 
20 sockets an 

'osc by 130 per 
)er cent, rise in 

Although an 
as radios and 

e feel that the 
.n be afforded, 
hlch are much 
the desirability 
P’oup). Where 

14 Because the tKf 

how carcfullj. eunnu uum 

where furniture will need 
the wiring so that it can i 

that research is needed into methods of 
enable future outlets to be added 

c.i£> buc positioned some wm inevitably be located 
I to be placed, we believe it is desirable to arrange 

convementiy service future outlets* and, further, 
-- -- initial installation which will 
at minimum cost and disturbance. 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



118 Thc hujrnan Wobicm for the future in die design o 
is to provide for people who live in them an c " 
workable, and as satisfactory, jus for people wi 
most oi the needs arc met in mixed d 
and houses, which provide thc opport 
ground level or near it. For other ho 
with children, thc problems of 
remain. Ways of meeting the n 
found in newer forms of access j 
space in the open air at the level 

virtues of thc back yard and thc pccw*pmn strcei 
arc already trying to do something on these lines 
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these matters, .... i.1 licc Committee considering these matters, and 

be a unification an 
a reduction in the t| 
building technique 
suggests that there 

120 The post war rise , 

with thc design of 

household washing 
once important issij 
the increase in the 
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disposal arrangemt 
relevance to houses 
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glheir deliberations will 
[as required, leading to 

rcssivc improvement in 
adc in thc last decade 
c exploited. 

ne problem associated 
acute. The arrival of 

[.lumbers is solving the 
■rics arc required; but 
ms and packages that 
difficulties with refuse 
flats but also having 

insulation and refm^dispLlT^^11011 °?tS’ private balconies, sounc 
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recent origin. They have engaged the attention of phil¬ 
anthropists, statesmen, and Parliaments for generations. 
Complexity and difficulty have increased as time has gone 

on, and while the State has toyed with the question of 
direct public control of the housing of the people, an out¬ 
standingly important step was taken last year when the 

duty was unequivocally placed upon local authorities to 
take adequate measures from time to time, and as often as 
occasion requires, by way of providing suitable and sufficient 
houses for the working classes. 







We have a superb selection of stunning holiday homes available now 

as well as off-plan options at our two Cornish locations - Stonerush 

Lakes and Southern Halt - both just a short distance from the 

wonderful south Cornish coastal towns of Looe, Polperro and Fowey. 
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The Cage 
Visualising the Housing Dysfunction 
A collaborative workshop and public installation. 

23rd to 26th February 2018 

Bristol (UK) 

Workshop Participants 

Emma Iris-Hill 

Alastair Myers 

object... 

Tom Cullimore 

Tom Roche 

Alejandro Acin 

Matthew Gonzalez Noda 

Robert Ruszczyk 

Renia Maj 

Julian Baron 

Stephen Monger 

Guest Participants 

Nick Ballard (ACORN) 

Lua Ribeira 

Lisa Furnes 

Colin Pantall 

Video documentation 

Sam Hardie 

Text 

Stephen Monger 

Colin Pantall 

A project in collaboration by Accion Cultural Espanola (AC/E), Arts Council of England, 

People’s Republic of Stokes Croft, ACORN Bristol and University of West of England. 

Thanks to the Architecture Centre, Historic England, Martin Parr Foundation, 

Archive of Modern Conflict & ACORN Bristol for providing content for the workshop archive. 

Free Access Electronic Publication available on: 

www.icvl.co.uk/thecage 

Please photocopy and share! 
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